
BURN PERMIT                                                                                                                                                               

Recreational and Ceremonial                                                                                                                                                                                 
This permit is issued pursuant to Title 8 of the Douglas County Code and the 2018 International Fire Code 

 IFC 307.4.2 Recreational fires. Recreational fires shall not be conducted within 25 feet of a structure or combustible material. Conditional which could 

cause a fire to spread within 25 feet of a structure shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 

 Permits are issued for a one-year period and must be renewed annually.  

Persons participating in open burning activities do so at their own risk and will be held responsible for the costs of suppressing escaped or uncontrolled fires. Violating 

provisions of this permit constitutes a misdemeanor and carried fines for non-compliance through the issuance of a citation or possible arrest. The Fire Chief or his 

designee may require extinguishment of the fire if it is deemed dangerous or out of control. 

Title 8 – Douglas County Code (applicable sections) 

 8.12.015 Permit Required: No person, persons, firm, partnership, trust, company, association, corporation, or other entity shall encourage or cause Open Burning to 

occur, without first obtaining a permit for the type of burning to be conducted; and, without first obtaining permission each day from the Fire District wherein the 

Open Burn will occur prior to igniting or causing an Open Burn. 

8.12.021 Burn Barrels Prohibited: The use of burn barrels within the boundary of Douglas County is prohibited. 

 8.12.022 Garbage Burning Prohibited: Any person who attempts to burn or burns kitchen and table refuse, offal, swill, other parts and accumulation of animals 

(whether domestic or wild), vegetables, meats, fish, fowl, birds or fruits, waste matter and/or papers is in violation of this Chapter and Code section. 

 8.12.023 Rubbish Burning Prohibited: Any person who attempts to burn or burns waste including, but not limited to, treated wood, construction debris, roofing 

materials, paper boxes, rags, moist grass clippings, old hay or straw, barn sweepings, railroad ties treated with creosote or other preservatives, latex paints and 

thinners, brushes, tools, wet storage, alkaline and lithium batteries, furniture, plastic pipe and fittings, galvanized pipe and fittings, and all other combustible 

materials deemed by the fire district having jurisdiction to be garbage, rubbish, or trash is in violation of this Chapter and Code section. 

 8.12.024 Toxic, Dangerous or Hydrocarbon Product Burning Prohibited: Any person who attempts to burn or burns any combustible liquid, waste oil, gasoline, diesel 

fuel, alcohol or liquid byproducts of any commercial process is in violation of this Chapter and Code section. 

 8.12.025 Plastic or Rubber Products: Any person who attempts to burn or burns any plastic or rubber product, no matter what the chemical compound, unless 

cellulose base is over 95% by weight, is in violation of this Chapter and Code section. 

8.12.026 Attendance at Open Burn: All Open Burns shall be constantly attended and controlled by a human being capable of controlling the fire. The attendant shall 

be able to communicate with Fire District Personnel, and shall have a communication device available at all times to notify Douglas County 911 Communications in 

the event a fire escapes control by the attendant. 

8.12.027 Water Supply and Tools: All Open Burns shall have a ready water supply and proper hand tools, or farm or heavy equipment available at the burn site that is 

sufficient to halt the spread of a fire that escapes control by the attendant. 

8.12.040 Exceptions: Open Burning fires no more than five feet in diameter, used exclusively for heating livestock, or branding of livestock for lawful ownership 

identification, are accepted from the Permit requirements under this Chapter. 

8.12.050 Powers and Duties of Fire District: The fire district having jurisdiction and its officers or agents may, without further process of law, enter onto the private or 

public property of another for the purposes of investigating any smoke or fire observed, to determine if a Permit has been issued in accordance with this Title, and to 

determine if violations of code sections 8.12.021 through 8.12.040 inclusive, or state law or regulation are or have occurred. 

8.12.055 Extinguishment of all Open Burn Fires: The fire district having jurisdiction and its officers or agents may, without further process of law, enter onto private or 

public property of another and extinguish or require to have extinguished any fire ignited or maintained in violation of the requirements of this Chapter. 

8.12.057 Cost of Extinguishment: The fire district having jurisdiction and its officers or agents may initiate, through the Douglas County District Attorney, appropriate 

legal action to recover all costs incurred to extinguish any fire and/or remove fire debris or other material involved in any fire, ignited or maintained in violation of 

this Chapter.  The fire district having jurisdiction may record a lien against the real property where the Open Burn occurred in the amount of the costs incurred, 

and/or pursue all other appropriate legal remedies to recover the costs incurred. 

8.12.070 Penalty for Violation of Provisions: Any person, persons, firm, partnership, trust, company, association, corporation, or other entity that violates any 

provision of this Chapter, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and is subject to a maximum fine of $1000 and 6 months in jail for each violation. 

8.12.071 Suspension or Revocation of Permit: The Fire Chief or his designee, of the fire district having jurisdiction, may immediately suspend any permit issued under 

this Chapter by issuance of a “Stop Order” in writing to the attendant of the fire, or by posting the “Stop Order” visibly and conspicuously on the property where the 

Open Burn occurred or is expected to occur.  

 




