February 13, 2026
To: East Fork Fire District Board
From: Peggy Ristorcelli, Sheridan Firewise

I came to you on several occasions last year to talk to you about my neighborhood, Sheridan Acres. I described 17 years of community engagement, including education on home hardening, landscaping, defensible space, evacuation, and more.  I detailed that every homeowner has access to free brush collection, and each one has received a free defensible space inspection. Still, after 17 years, according to your staff “every property in the neighborhood can use some work.” This is concerning.
We asked East Fork to use the WUI code to enforce defensible space maintenance and it took nine months to find out that it wouldn’t be enforced.  We tried to explore grant money that seemed to be offered through the East Fork, but that was unsuccessful, too.    
We have numerous residents who are uninterested in taking positive action for safety. Recently, the Office of Emergency Management organized a Town Hall, with door-to-door advertising to +90 homeowners, but only 16 people attended. I have no solution for residents who refuse to become involved, even when directly presented with information, opportunities and inspections, and even when neighbors knock on their door and volunteer to do the work.
Every response I get from East Fork is “engage with your neighbors” but I’m reporting to you as a person “in the trenches” actively engaging for over 17 years.  Community engagement, without some enforcement mechanism or oversight from fire services, is not effective.
I have read our CWPP in detail and there’s lots of mention of collaboration of fire services and landowners.  Janet and I would like to know what collaborative efforts you suggest for Sheridan.   We think that a badge and a uniform would be more effective than our efforts.  We need help.
Our contact information-
Janet Melander, Sheridan Firewise Ambassador  NVSheridanFire@gmail.com 775-790-0815
Peggy Ristorcelli, Sheridan Firewise Community Outreach foothillfsc@gmail.com 775-291-6086    


 
