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The purpose of this report is to develop a shared understanding of the current status of the pandemic at the national, regional, state and

local levels. We recognize that data at the state level may differ from that available at the federal level. Our objective is to use consistent

data sources and methods that allow for comparisons to be made across localities. We appreciate your continued support in identifying data

discrepancies and improving data completeness and sharing across systems. We look forward to your feedback.
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SUMMARY

• Nevada is in the red zone for cases, indicating 101 or more new cases per 100,000 population last week, 
with the 25th highest rate in the country. Nevada is in the yellow zone for test positivity, indicating a rate 
between 5.0% and 7.9%, with the 15th highest rate in the country.

• Nevada has seen stability in new cases and a decrease in test positivity over the last week.
• The following three counties had the highest number of new cases over the last 3 weeks: 1. Clark County, 

2. Washoe County, and 3. Elko County. These counties represent 96.3% of new cases in Nevada.
• 41% of all counties in Nevada have moderate or high levels of community transmission (yellow, orange, or 

red zones), with 12% having high levels of community transmission (red zone).
• During the week of Sep 28 - Oct 4, 6% of nursing homes had at least one new resident COVID-19 case, 20% 

had at least one new staff COVID-19 case, and 2% had at least one new resident COVID-19 death.
• Nevada had 111 new cases per 100,000 population in the last week, compared to a national average of 

100 per 100,000.
• Current staff deployed from the federal government as assets to support the state response are: 9 to 

support operations activities from FEMA.
• Between Oct 3 - Oct 9, on average, 51 patients with confirmed COVID-19 and 69 patients with suspected 

COVID-19 were reported as newly admitted each day to hospitals in Nevada. An average of greater than 
95% of hospitals reported either new confirmed or new suspected COVID patients each day during this 
period.

RECOMMENDATIONS

• We have included cases, test positivity, and deaths by month in the back of your packet to show the time 
sequence in Nevada and the country as a whole. These demonstrate the impact of comprehensive 
mitigation efforts when implemented effectively and that partial or incomplete mitigation leads to 
prolonged community spread and increased fatalities.

• Retail establishments are enforcing mitigation efforts by adjusting their businesses so very few 
transmissions occur in those settings; the majority of cases are from interactions at home with friends 
and family. Nevadans should know that such gatherings must be limited in size and include both masks 
and social distancing.

• Use the Abbott BinaxNOW for surveillance testing in the same populations weekly; this will significantly 
improve ability to see local transmission changes without relying on the use of PCR tests for surveillance. 
For those who test positive, confirm with PCR. Establish and deploy targeted testing teams (not drive-
through testing) who can be rapidly deployed to communities based on signals from surveillance testing. 
Populations for surveillance can include K-12 teachers, fire and police force, and nursing home and 
correctional facility staff.

• Antivirals and antibodies have the most impact when used early in hospital admissions (within 48 hours). 
Ensure hospitals are effectively administering these medications to prevent morbidity and mortality.

• Work with university students to keep cases low, with the goal of low transmission in preparation for 
Thanksgiving. Implement antibody testing to understand fraction of students who have been infected 
and plan for spring semester accordingly. Test all university students before dismissing them for 
Thanksgiving.

• Specific, detailed guidance on community mitigation measures can be found on the CDC website.

NEVADA

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
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SNFs WITH ≥1 NEW 
RESIDENT COVID-19 CASE

(≥1 NEW STAFF CASE)

6%
(20%)

-6%*
(+1%*)

4%
(8%)

10%
(21%)

SNFs WITH ≥1 NEW 
RESIDENT COVID-19 DEATH

2% +2%* 2% 4%

STATE, 
LAST WEEK

STATE, % CHANGE 
FROM PREVIOUS 

WEEK

FEMA/HHS 
REGION, 

LAST WEEK
UNITED STATES, 

LAST WEEK

NEW COVID-19 CASES 
(RATE PER 100,000) 

3,414
(111)

+0%
31,293

(61)
327,190

(100)

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB 
TEST POSITIVITY RATE

7.8% -0.6%* 10.0% 5.8%

TOTAL VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB 
TESTS (TESTS PER 100,000) 

48,302**
(1,568)

-2%**
1,161,649**

(2,265)
6,936,223**

(2,113)

COVID-19 DEATHS 
(RATE PER 100,000)

48
(1.6)

+33%
550
(1.1)

4,908
(1.5)

* Indicates absolute change in percentage points.
** Due to delayed reporting, this figure may underestimate total diagnostic tests and week-on-week changes in diagnostic tests.

DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS

Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases and Deaths: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported directly by 
the state. Data is through 10/9/2020; last week is 10/3 - 10/9, previous week is 9/26 - 10/2.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 10/7/2020. Last week is 10/1 - 10/7, previous week is 9/24 -
9/30.
Mobility: Descartes Labs. This data depicts the median distance moved across a collection of mobile devices to estimate the level of human mobility within a 
county. The 100% represents the baseline mobility level prior to the pandemic; lower percent mobility indicates less population movement. Data is 
anonymized and provided at the county level. Data through 10/7/2020.
SNFs: Skilled nursing facilities. National Healthcare Safety Network. Data are reported separately for cases among residents and staff. Last week is 9/28-10/4, 
previous week is 9/21-9/27.
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Note: Lists of red, orange, and yellow localities are sorted by the number of new cases in the last 3 weeks, from highest to lowest. Some dates may have 
incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Cases and Deaths: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported 
directly by the state. Data is through 10/9/2020; last week is 10/3 - 10/9, three weeks is 9/19 - 10/9.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 10/7/2020. Last week is 10/1 - 10/7.

* Localities with fewer than 10 cases last week have been excluded from these alerts.

COVID-19 COUNTY AND METRO ALERTS*
Top 12 shown in table (full lists below)

METRO AREA (CBSA) LAST WEEK COUNTY LAST WEEK

LOCALITIES 
IN RED 

ZONE
1

▲ (+1)

Elko 2
▲ (+2)

Elko
Lander

LOCALITIES 
IN ORANGE 

ZONE
2

■ (+0)

Reno
Fernley 2

■ (+0)

Washoe
Lyon

LOCALITIES 
IN YELLOW 

ZONE
3

▼ (-1)

Las Vegas-Henderson-Paradise
Carson City
Pahrump

3
▼ (-1)

Clark
Carson City
Nye

Change from previous week’s alerts: ▲ Increase ■ Stable ▼ Decrease
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DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS

Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported directly 
by the state. Data is through 10/9/2020.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 10/7/2020.

Top counties based on greatest number of new cases in 
last three weeks (9/19 - 10/9)
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DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS

Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match 
those reported directly by the state. Data is through 10/9/2020. Last 3 weeks is 9/19 - 10/9.

Top 12 counties based on number of new cases in the 
last 3 weeks



CASE RATES AND VIRAL LAB TEST POSITIVITY DURING THE LAST WEEK

COVID-19

NEW CASES PER 100,000 DURING 
THE LAST WEEK

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LABORATORY TEST 
POSITIVITY DURING THE LAST WEEK

WEEKLY CHANGE IN NEW CASES 
PER 100,000

WEEKLY CHANGE IN VIRAL (RT-PCR) 
LABORATORY TEST POSITIVITY

DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported
directly by the state. Data is through 10/9/2020. Last week is 10/3 - 10/9, previous week is 9/26 - 10/2.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 10/7/2020. Last week is 10/1 - 10/7, previous 
week is 9/24 - 9/30.
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